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Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
August 14, 2026

ATTENDING

Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cyndy Snyder, Dolores Wiens, Jay Woolford, Dr. Joel
Domingo, CM John Boyd, Lorna Stone, Sarah McKiddy, Tracy Taylor

Staff: Andrea Yip, Angela Miyamoto, Blake Matthews, Dinah Stephans, Erika Henry, Jacqueine
Cobbs, Lena Tebeau, Michael Adusah, Phung Nguyen, and Stevie Elliott

AAA Partners: Dax Tate, and Tracy Adair.
Guests: Maddy (PNA Village), Donna Hartmann-Miller, Erica Thrash, and Michael Bailey

GUEST PRESENTATION

WA Cares Overview, By Angela Miyamoto, Interim WA Cares Fund Program Manager.

ADVISORY COUNCIL BUSINESS

JuLy MINUTES:

Minutes for July were approved by motion from Cynthia, seconded by John, with no oppositions or
abstentions.

PuBLiIc COMMENT:

No public comments were offered.

RSJ MOMENT:
Topic: A Street Librarian's Quest to Bring Books to Everyone | Storybook Maze | TED.

Members reflected on personal library experiences, historical programs such as Kentucky’s pack
horse librarians, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, and the importance of reading as both
advocacy and community connection.

ADVISORY COUNCIL CHECK~-IN:

New Council members and guests introduced themselves, including Erika Henry (new ADS Policy
Advisor), Erica Thrash Sall (Horizon House), and Donna Hartmann Miller (Department of
Neighborhoods). Members briefly shared community engagement updates and planned outreach
activities.



REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

Advocacy Committee: Joel reported that the committee discussed the collision of federal and state
policies, especially impacts from HR1. They reviewed priorities including Older Americans Act
reauthorization, Medicaid changes, senior nutrition funding, and upcoming legislative advocacy.
Members were asked to send policy ideas for the 2027 priority development. September’s meeting
will be in person.

Planning & Allocations Committee: Michael noted P\&A did not meet this month. Public comment
sessions were held for the draft Area Plan. Feedback including; needs of older adults living alone,
increased respite for dementia caregivers, and transportation connectivity gaps.

VSHSL Board Seniors Committee: Alex reported updates on homelessness contract transitions
from the Regional Homelessness Authority back to King County and Seattle. The levy’s legislative
agenda is in development. The committee reviewed senior village programming and the caregiver
workforce development pilot. They also discussed sustaining support for kinship caregivers and
analyzing needs through data collection.

Northwest Universal Design Council: Dinah reported on collaboration with South King County
Housing and Homelessness Partners and the Department of Commerce to strengthen Evergreen
Design Standards and promote universal design. The Council is partnering with Seattle’s Office of
Community and Planning on an accessibility focused housing design competition.

MCAAE and Age-Friendly Seattle: Dinah shared that Mayor Wilson will attend the September
MCAAE meeting for introductions and priority discussions. Dinah shared several updates for Age
Friendly Seattle, including; the launch of the Ageism in Healthcare training, delivery of anti-ageism
training for youth interns, Civic Coffee events scheduled for the remainder of the year, outreach to
expand enrollment in the Property Tax Exemption Program, and the near completion of
transitioning the African American Elders Program to Tubman Center.

REPORTS / ACTION ITEMS FROM AAA PARTNERS

DCHS:
o Caregiver workforce pilotis midway, with 15 caregivers in training.
e AreaPlan updates are being shared broadly to maximize input.

Public Health: No report provided for this meeting.

Sound Cities Association:
e Legislative agendas being finalized for September.
e Annual appointments process will begin soon for regional boards.
e Councilmember Boyd noted ADS shelter partnerships remain important amid regional
restructuring.

ADS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deputy Director Jacqueine Cobbs reported:

e Major leadership reorganization at HSD, with Chris Clayson joining as Deputy Director
overseeing Homelessness.

e ADS remains under Deputy Director Maggie.

¢ RHA homelessness contract transitions will require significant coordination, though
ADS will not receive contracts directly.

e September will include intensive work on budget priorities, HR1 updates, and
homelessness transition impacts.
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REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS AND CLOSING

e Councilmembers are encouraged to share WA Cares information in their communities.

o P&A meeting will be rescheduled due to holiday.

e Councilwill vote on the draft Area Plan in September.

o Alex will coordinate with Nancy Hooyman regarding her September presentation;
suggested topics include isolation, mobility barriers, and Al-assisted social connection.

e Michaelwill collect legislative priority ideas for 2027.

e Councilmembers will report back on upcoming events, including the September 15
older adults panel at MAPS.

Next Advisory Council meeting is September 11, 2026

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations:
(206) 471-2229 or michael.adusah@seattle.gov
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