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Advisory Council Meeting
July 10, 2026

ATTENDING

Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cyndy Snyder, Dolores Wiens, Hannah Kimball, Jay
Woolford, CM John Boyd, Lorna Stone, and Wyvonne Ray

Staff: Andrea Yip, Blake Matthews, Caren Goldenberg, Dinah Stephans, Jacqueine Cobbs, Mary Pat
O’Leary, Mary Pearson, Michael Adusah, Sue Siegenthaler, and Stevie Elliott

AAA Partners: Dax Tate, Cat Munson, Mariel Torres, Tracy Adair, and Tiffanie Toms

Guests: Maddy (PNA Village), Tracy Taylor, Stacy Dym, Dale H, and Michael Bailey

GUEST PRESENTATION
Policy Review, By Stacy Dym, The ARC of Washington State

ADVISORY COUNCIL BUSINESS

FEBRUARY MINUTES:

A motion to approve the February minutes was made by Cindy Snyder and seconded by John Boyd.
Motion carried.

PuBLic COMMENT:

The Council noted the absence of a public comment section on the current agenda and will add it
for future meetings. No members of the public requested to speak.

RSJ MOMENT:

Topic: The Disturbing History of America's Highways. Council members reflected on
documented displacement of BIPOC neighborhoods and emphasized that community health and
human rights should guide development decisions.

ADVISORY COUNCIL CHECK-IN:

Cynthia Snyder: Attended countywide transportation advocacy meeting in North Bend.

Barriers: Access to bus stops; no public restrooms along light rail, especially hard on older
adults and people with disabilities.


https://www.pbs.org/video/the-disturbing-history-of-americas-highways-ovhrpt/

Alex O’Reilly: Coordinating senior center visits. Assisted a friend dealing with dementia: used
Community Living Connections for resources and connected to Old Friends Club for adult day
support.

Sound Generations: September is National Senior Center Month. Plan to highlight local centers.
Shared upcoming GRAT expert panel on behavioral health and aging.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

Advocacy Committee: Bellevue Network on Aging marked its 20-year anniversary and released a
new Senior Resource Guide that Hannah will distribute. The August agenda will shape the 2027
legislative platform; WA4A priorities are stable funding for Health Home and Senior Nutrition, with
Medicaid work-requirements and “medically fragile” definitions being monitored and City/County
budget details expected in October.

Planning & Allocations Committee: Plans for 2027 include congregate dining at senior centers,
home-delivered meals, and culturally nutritious foods, with a registered dietitian supporting
smaller providers and about $10 million anticipated. The Area Plan will undergo two hybrid and one
virtual hearing, all comments will receive responses, the Council approved the process, and ADS
will strengthen shelter partnerships to address unhoused older adults.

VSHSL Board Seniors Committee: The committee reviewed the draft 2025 annual report and will
invite staff to present after finalization. The final report will be shared.

Northwest Universal Design Council: NUDC is partnering with Seattle OPCD’s citywide design
competition to highlight accessible and universal designs. Submissions were due July 15.

Age-Friendly Seattle: Civic Coffees are expanding to senior centers and affordable housing sites
with a hosting toolkit and small event budgets. An anti-ageism training for healthcare is nearly
complete and will roll out through partner networks, conferences, and academic channels,
including Kaiser’s Senior Caucus and UW Nursing.

REPORTS / ACTION ITEMS FROM AAA PARTNERS

DCHS: The caregiver workforce pilot with senior villages, which recruits community members
interested in caregiving, reduces barriers to training, and builds local caregiving capacity. Updates
on recruitment numbers will follow.

Public Health: Mariel announced an HR1 training on Friday, August 28, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. at
Tukwila Community Center for partners supporting healthcare access. She shared recruitment
opportunities for the Healthcare for the Homeless Network Governance Council and the Board of
Health public health provider alternate position (applications due July 22 at 11:59 p.m. PT). Dr.
Sandra Valenciano was confirmed as Public Health Director by King County and Seattle City
Councils.

Sound Cities Association: Dax noted that SCA legislative priorities are being developed in July-
September and will be shared in September/October. SCA is seeking non-Seattle city staff with
senior expertise for VSHSL committee appointments. Deputy Mayor Tracy Taylor (Auburn)
introduced herself and shared her lived caregiving perspective and commitment to South King
County seniors.

ADS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Local Updates: Mary Pearson reported that The African American Elders Program is moving from
Catholic Community Services to Tubman Health and will be called the Black Elders Wellness
Program. Services will continue during the July transition. The KCRHA restructuring will return

07.10.2026_Advisory Council Minutes Page 2



about 100 homelessness contracts to City and County management for 2027, and staff are
preparing and training for that handoff.

State Updates:
On July 1, WA Cares Fund and the Health Related Social Needs program launched.

Federal Updates: ADS is monitoring proposed CFR changes that are currently in public comment.
There may be Medicaid coverage loss beginning October 1 for some clients due to HR1-related
changes, and impacts are being closely watched.

REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS AND CLOSING

Policy planning, membership & governance: Coordinate shared priorities; gather ideas for the
August discussion on the 2027 legislative platform; identify a potential Advisory Council candidate;
address the VSHSL Seniors Committee vacancy via recruitment materials.

Public engagement, materials & accessibility: Distribute the Bellevue Senior Resource Guide;
share HR1 training and recruitment links; promote Area Plan public hearings with a 7-business-day
window for accommodation requests.

Meeting programming & next steps: Secure an August presenter; explore a South King County
senior programs panel and a Women’s Advisory Board briefing.

Next Advisory Council meeting is August 14, 2026

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-
2229 or michael.adusah@seattle.gov
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