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Advisory Council Meeting
June 12, 2026

ATTENDING

Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Jay Woolford, CM John Boyd, Hannah Kimball, Sarah
McKiddy, and Wyvonne Ray

Staff: Allison Boll, Blake Matthews, Dinah Stephens, Eldad Mekuria, Jacqueine Cobbs, Maria
Langlais, Mary Pearson, Michael Adusah, Sherry Wu, and Waing Waing

AAA Partners: Dax Tate (SCA), and Michael Bailey

Guests: Edna Daigre, Diana, Jen Kulik (SilverKite), and Julia Lee

GUEST PRESENTATION
Building Cross-Sector Partnerships for Music-Based Memory Loss. By Sarah McKiddy, PhD and

Julia Lee

ADVISORY COUNCIL BUSINESS

PuBLIC COMMENT:
Alex O’Reilly opened with a call for public comment; none received.

PREVIOUS MINUTES:
A motion to approve the April and May minutes was made. No corrections offered. Motion carried.

RSJ MOMENT:

Topic: Trying to Eat Healthy in a Food Desert. The Council discussed a video on food deserts,
highlighting persistent inequities in food access, especially in historically redlined and low-income
neighborhoods. Members reflected on local parallels in Seattle, the importance of culturally
relevant food initiatives, and interest in further learning about community garden funding models.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

Advocacy Committee: Updates included federal Medicaid work requirement changes, monitoring
HR6331, and concerns about non-citizens losing coverage due to HR1. Budget constraints
expected for the next legislative session. The committee received a presentation on medical foster
homes and noted ERA Plan comments due June 26. Members also honored Maria at her last
committee meeting.

Planning & Allocations Committee: Lorna Stone provided updates on a presentation on the ADS
Homelessness Initiative showing that half of Seattle’s shelter residents are over 50. Key program
areas include rental assistance, affordable housing, home modification, and HCBS, with pilots
underway. Dementia program funding will soon be released via RFP.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDbENx9c3Fg

VSHSL Board Seniors Committee: Alex O’Reilly reported on older adult caregiver support programs
and updated evaluation materials. Recruitment for an open ADS seat continues; time commitment
is 2.5 hours/month. A new board recruitment packet is being finalized.

Universal Design Council: Dinah Stephens highlighted a listening session on state building
standards, emphasizing universal design and dementia-friendly design. Work continues on a
stacked flats design competition.

Mayor’s Council on African American Elders: No report.

Age-Friendly Seattle: Dinah Stephens shared appreciation for Maria’s mentorship in this area.

REPORTS / ACTION ITEMS FROM AAA PARTNERS

DCHS: Announced a June 30 community resource event in Federal Way. Resource Access Team
continues strengthening provider-community connections.

Public Health: No report.

Sound Cities Association: No report.

ADS DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Local, State and Federal Updates: Mary Pearson provided updates on the 639 clients in King
County may lose coverage due to HR1. ADS is collaborating with AARP and monitoring client
prioritization efforts by the state. Early indications point to significant budget challenges ahead.
ADS is engaging with Youth & Family Services on expanding the utility discount program. State
contracts effective July 1 are nearly finalized.

REVIEW OF ACTION ITEMS AND CLOSING

Announcements:

e September meeting expected to be in person with guest speaker Nancy.
e July speaker: Stacy from The Arc of King County.

¢ August presentation still being scheduled.

e October: no meeting (Senior Lobby).

* November: planned focus on homelessness, potentially with the Regional Homelessness
Authority.

Closing/Action Items:

¢ Distribute DCHS event information.

¢ Finalize VSHSL recruitment packet.

¢ Recruit for open ADS seat on VSHSL Senior Committee.

¢ Confirm August and November presenters.

¢ Follow up on potential presentation on grandparents raising grandchildren.
¢ Prepare for September meeting in person.

The regular meeting was adjourned to transition into an Executive Committee session.

Next Advisory Council meeting is May 15, 2026

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or
michael.adusah@seattle.gov
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