\ a;ls Advisory Council on
o Aging and Disability Services

Creating choices for elders and adults with disabilities in Seattle-King County

Mailing Address: PO Box 34215, Seattle, WA 98124-4215
Office Address: Seattle Municipal Tower, 700 5" Ave, 51% Floor
Tel: 206-684-0660 TDD Relay Service: 711 FAX: 206-684-0689

www.adsadvisorycouncil.org

Advisory Council Meeting
December 12, 2025

Attending

Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cindy Snyder, Dolores Wiens, Jay Woolford, Joe Hailey,
Dr. Joel Domingo, Lorna Stone, Marli Larimer.

Staff: Allison Boll, Andrea Yip, Blake Matthews, Dinah Stephens, Jacqueine Cobbs, Lena Tebeau,
Maria Langlais, Mary Pearson, Michael Adusah, Sherry Wu, Stevie Elliott, and Waing Waing

AAA Partners: Mariel Torres Mehdipour, Traci Adair, and Dax Tate

Guests: JJ Wong

1. Presentation-The Area Plan
Allison Boll presented the foundational framework for the new Area Plan. The council provided
feedback on community service gaps and noted that upcoming demographic data from Public
Health Seattle-King County will be vital for finalizing the plan's strategies.

2. Advisory Council Business
e November Minutes: The minutes for the November meeting were approved.
e RSJMoment: Topic: Combating Racism and Place-ism in Medicine by J. Nwando Olayiwola
o Bylaw Amendments: Per bylaws, the council will observe a one-month review period, with a
formal vote scheduled for the January meeting.

3. Reports from Committees and Councils
e Advocacy: Joel highlighted the seasonal spike in elder fraud and Al scams, noting that 20%
of seniors fall victim to such schemes during the holidays.

¢ Planning & Allocations: Lorna reported on committee transitions and encouraged
members to fill the current vacancy to assist with upcoming grant and allocation reviews.

e VSHSL Board: Provided updates on the Veterans, Seniors, and Human Services Levy
programming.

¢ NW Universal Design Council: Progress on regional accessible housing initiatives was
shared.

¢ MCAAE & Age-Friendly Seattle: Updates were provided on outreach to African American
elders and city-wide initiatives to bridge the digital divide for seniors.



4. Reports/ Action Items from AAA Partners
e DCHS (Traci): Discussed the transition to the administration of County Executive-elect
Girmay Zahilay.
e Public Health: Michael noted that while Marisol attended the morning advocacy session,
there were no additional updates for the general council at this time.
e Sound Cities Association (Dax Tate): Dax introduced himself as the new Policy Analyst and
noted that SCA’s 2026 legislative priorities will be finalized and shared next week.

5. AC inthe Community
Council members reported active engagement in the community, ranging from connecting
vulnerable neighbors to Community Living Connections (CLC) and Statewide Health Insurance
Benefits Advisors (SHIBA) for healthcare resources, to raising awareness about the financial
risks of elder fraud. These stories highlighted the Council’s role as a vital bridge between
regional policy and individual resident support.

6. ADS Director’s Report
o Election Briefing: Provided an overview of the impacts of Mayor-elect Katie Wilson and
Executive-elect Girmay Zahilay specifically regarding homelessness and affordability.
e Staffing: Introduced Lori Baxter (HSD Chief of Staff) and Blake Matthews (ADS Planner).
e Leadership Transition: Mary Pearson will be on leave in January; Jagcueine Cobbs will serve
as acting director.

7. Other Announcements
e Service Recognition: A formal motion was passed to recognize Joe Hailey for his seven
years of exemplary service. Joe was thanked for his leadership and "reassuring

presence."

e New Candidates: Candidates Brittany and Jennifer are currently in the appointment
pipeline.

e 2026 Planning: The Council tentatively agreed to hold in-person meetings in March
and May.

e The committee convened briefly to discuss the January election process and the
creation of a partner roster to improve the onboarding experience for the five new
members joining in the new year.

Next Advisory Council meeting is January 9, 2025
Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or
michael.adusah@seattle.gov
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