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To: ADS Advisory Council Members and interested others 
From:  Alex O’Reilly, Chair, Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council 
Subject: ADS Advisory Council December Meeting Agenda 
Contact:  Michael Adusah <Michael.adusah@seattle.gov> 

 
 

Agenda and Announcement for the  
Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council Meeting 

 
Friday, December 12, 2025 – Virtual MEETING 

Join us on Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/95502242933 

 
Agenda / Schedule 

10:00 - 11:30 am Advocacy Committee (see attached agenda) 

12:00 – 12:55 pm Presentation: by Allison Boll, MSW on The Area Plan  

12:55 –1:05 Race and Social Justice (RSJ) Moment: Combating Racism and Place-
ism in Medicine | J. Nwando Olayiwola  

1:05 - 1:50 pm Advisory Council Business  
I. Approval of November Minutes 

II. Presentation of Officer Slate 

III. Reports from Committees and Councils (20 min) 
o Advocacy Committee – Dr. Joel Domingo 
o Planning & Allocations Committee Lorna Stone 
o VSHSL Board Seniors Committee - Cindy Snyder 
o NW Universal Design Council - Tom Minty 
o Mayor’s Council on African American Elders – Pamela Williams  
o Age-Friendly Seattle - Dinah Stephens 

IV. Reports / Action Items from AAA Partners (10 min) 
o King County, Department of Community and Human Services 
o Public Health Seattle-King County  
o Sound Cities Association 

V. AC in the community  

https://zoom.us/j/95502242933
https://zoom.us/j/95502242933
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bnm__UPTRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bnm__UPTRM
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VI. ADS Director’s Report, Maria Langlais (10 min) 

1:50 - 1:55 pm Other Announcements 

1:55 - 2:10 pm Executive Committee  

 
 
Upcoming Advisory Council Meetings and Other Advocacy Events 
 

• Next Advisory Council meeting January 9, 2026  
• W4A Advocacy Webinar, January 12, 2026 
• W4A Advocacy Days, January 20-22 

 
 

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: 
(206) 471-2229 or michael.adusah@seattle.gov 
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ADS Advisory Council Advocacy Committee Meeting  
 December 12, 2025 - 10:00 to 11:30 AM  
 

 

Join us on Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/94123986885 

 
AGENDA 
 

Item Presenter Time 

1.  Welcome and Approval of September and November 
Meeting Minutes 

Committee Chair 5 min 

2. Advisory Council Check-in  

Share information on recent advocacy and partnership 
activities and emerging issues. As a result, members will 
have a better understanding of the committee’s 
collective work and identify connections that support 
their advocacy priorities.  

All 40 min 

3. Advocacy Issues 

Federal, state, and local updates.  

• Finalize 2026 state advocacy priorities 

• Engage newly electeds 
 

ADS Staff 
 
 

30 min 

4. Closing 

• Review of Action Items 

 

Michael 

 

1 min 

 

https://zoom.us/j/94123986885
https://zoom.us/j/94123986885
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Advisory Council Meeting 
November 14, 2025 

 
Attending  
Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cindy Snyder, Dolores Wiens, Jay Woolford, Dr. Joel 
Domingo, Lorna Stone, Marli Larimer, and Tom Minty 
Staff: Allison Boll, Andrea Yip, Dinah Stephens, Jacqueine Cobbs, Lena Tebeau, Maria Langlais, Mary 
Pearson, Michael Adusah, Sonali Agarwal, Stevie Elliott, Shawn Neal, and Waing Waing 
AAA Partners: Mariel Torres Mehdipour, Traci Adair 
Guests: Margie Joy, Anne Farrell-Sheffer, and Jen Kulik 
 

1. Presentation  
• The presentation by Anne Farrell-Sheffer detailed the mission, structure, impact, and 

operations of Healthier Here, a nonprofit collaborative and one of nine Accountable 
Communities of Health (ACHs) in Washington state, focusing on King County. 
 

2. Advisory Council Business 
• September Minutes: The minutes for the September meeting were approved unanimously. 
• RSJ Moment: Discussion centered on an article about the impact of the government 

shutdown on marginalized communities, speci�ically Black women and federal workers. 
• Bylaw Amendments: The Council approved two amendments to the bylaws from the 

Planning and Allocations Committee. 
 

3. Reports from Committees and Councils 
• Advocacy and Policy Updates: 

o GRAT Program: Funding for the Geriatric Regional Assessment Team (GRAT) program 
at Sound Generations has been restored in the MIDD (Mental Illness and Drug 
Dependency sales tax) budget following advocacy efforts. 

o Legislative Agenda: The Advocacy Committee will develop its 2026 Legislative 
Advocacy Agenda in December, focusing on the Health Home Program and Funds for 
Caregivers (aligned with W4A priorities). Staff will send letters to lawmakers  for 
continued advocacy on the Older Americans Act (OAA). 

o African American Elders Program: The Council will receive more information to 
explore advocacy for the continuation of the African American Elders Program (AAEP). 

o Collaboration with MCAAE: The Council is working to align advocacy efforts with the 
Mayor's Council on African American Elders (MCAAE), who are focused on potential 
legislation to extend property tax exemptions for specific homeowners. 

o Caregiver Stories: The ADS team successfully recorded powerful caregiver stories on 
video to be edited and used as a key tool for lobbying legislators. 
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• VSHSL Board/Seniors Committee: 
o The full VSHSL Board has recently struggled to meet quorum, though the Seniors 

Committee continues to meet regularly. 
o The Board is adjusting its bylaws and launching an outreach effort to fill open seats. 

• Northwest Universal Design Council (NWUDC): 
o Reported successful conference engagement and is planning a tour of the new 

Waterfront Park for accessibility feedback. 
o Noted efforts to integrate universal design into Evergreen standards and develop a UW 

course for transit engineers. 
o Announced that Able Environments won the 2024 King County Small Business Award. 

• Age Friendly Seattle: 
o The anti-ageism healthcare training is nearing finalization. 
o Reported 98 new businesses added to the Discount Directory. 
o Highlighted cross-departmental work at the GeoEquity Summit. 

• King County DCHS: 
o Announced the new King County Executive will start later this month. 
o Noted VSHSL funding for workforce stabilization support. 
o An exploratory committee will hold its first meeting on December 12 to discuss the 

process of King County becoming an Age Friendly County. 
o Provided policy updates on resolutions supporting immigrant/refugee health and 

support for the WIC program. 
o Shared plans to host a presentation for the Council in the new year on the Communities 

Count Older Adult Data Pack. 
 

4. ADS Director’s Report – Jacqueine Cobbs 
• The division is preparing for the transition to the new Seattle Mayor's Of�ice with brie�ing 

papers and education to ensure the new administration understands the critical work of 
ADS. 

 
Next Advisory Council meeting is December 12, 2025 

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or 
michael.adusah@seattle.gov  

mailto:michael.adusah@seattle.gov

