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In partnership with:    

To: ADS Advisory Council Members and interested others 
From:  Alex O’Reilly, Chair, Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council 
Subject: ADS Advisory Council November Meeting Agenda 
Contact:  Michael Adusah <Michael.adusah@seattle.gov> 

 
 

Agenda and Announcement for the  
Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council Meeting 

 
Friday, November 14, 2025 – Virtual MEETING 

Join us on Zoom 
https://zoom.us/j/98618557589 

 
Agenda / Schedule 

10:00 - 11:30 am Advocacy Committee (see attached agenda) 

12:00 – 12:55 pm Presentation: by Anne Farrell-Sheffer, Community Care Network 
Director at HealthierHere 
 

12:55 –1:05 Race and Social Justice (RSJ) Moment: U.S. Government Shuts Down, 
Leaving Workers Without Pay 
 
 

1:05 - 1:50 pm Advisory Council Business  
I. Approval of September Minutes 

II. Reports from Committees and Councils (20 min) 
o Advocacy Committee – Dr. Joel Domingo 
o Planning & Allocations Committee (Approval of bylaws)- Lorna 

Stone 
o VSHSL Board Seniors Committee - Cindy Snyder 
o NW Universal Design Council - Tom Minty 
o Mayor’s Council on African American Elders – Pamela Williams  
o Age-Friendly Seattle - Dinah Stephens 

III. Reports / Action Items from AAA Partners (10 min) 
o King County, Department of Community and Human Services 
o Public Health Seattle-King County  

https://zoom.us/j/98618557589
https://zoom.us/j/98618557589
https://capitalbnews.org/government-shutdown-black-workers/
https://capitalbnews.org/government-shutdown-black-workers/
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o Sound Cities Association 

IV. AC in the community  
V. ADS Director’s Report, Maria Langlais (10 min) 

1:50 - 1:55 pm Other Announcements 

1:55 - 2:10 pm Executive Committee  

 
 
Upcoming Advisory Council Meetings and Other Advocacy Events 
 
Next Advisory Council meeting December 12, 2025  
 
 

Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: 
(206) 471-2229 or michael.adusah@seattle.gov 

 
 

mailto:michael.adusah@seattle.gov


 
 

ADS Advisory Council Advocacy Committee Meeting  
 November 14, 2025 - 10:00 to 11:30 AM  
 

 

Join us on Zoom 

https://zoom.us/j/92370506148 

 
AGENDA 
 

Item Presenter Time 

1.  Welcome and Approval of September Meeting 
Minutes 

Committee Chair 5 min 

2. Advisory Council Check-in  

Share information on recent advocacy and partnership 
activities and emerging issues. As a result, members will 
have a better understanding of the committee’s 
collective work and identify connections that support 
their advocacy priorities.  

All 40 min 

3. Advocacy Issues 

Federal, state, and local updates.  
• MIDD Cuts 

• African American Elders Program (AAEP) 
 

ADS Staff 
 
 

30 min 

4. Closing 

• Review of Action Items 

 

Michael 

 

1 min 

 

https://zoom.us/j/92370506148
https://zoom.us/j/92370506148
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Advisory Council Meeting 
September 12, 2025 

 
Attending  
Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cindy Snyder, Dolores Wiens, Jay Woolford, Dr. Joel 
Domingo, Joe Hailey, and Tom Minty 
Staff: Allison Boll, Andrea Yip, Caitlin Moran, Dinah Stephens, Hannah Thoreson, Maria Langlais, 
Mary Mitchell, Mary Pat O'Leary, Michael Adusah, and Stevie Elliott 
AAA Partners: Mariel Torres Mehdipour, Traci Adair 
Guests: Edna Daigre, Emily Billow, and William Mace - Seattle Fire Dept, JJ Wong.  
 

1. Presentations  
• Fire Safety - Presented by William Mace, Seattle Fire Dept. 
• Fall Prevention - Presented by Mary Pat O’Leary  

 
2. Advisory Council Business 

• The August 2025 meeting minutes were approved without any corrections or opposition. 
• RSJ Discussion: The committee held time for a discussion centered around racial and social 

justice.  
 
3. Reports from Committees and Councils 

• Advocacy Committee  
o The committee is meeting with congressional representatives to highlight the power of 

personal stories in advocacy and plans to contribute monthly articles to AgeWise. 
o Upcoming events include the W4A Meeting on October 15th and Senior Lobby Day on 

October 16th. 
o Concerns were raised about potential impacts from HR1 on Medicaid.  

 
• Planning & Allocations Committee  

The committee discussed proposed bylaw changes concerning term limits and the 
nominating process, with a vote scheduled for November. 
 

• VSHSL Board Seniors Committee  
Presentations were given on elder abuse and anti-ageism training. The Geriatric Regional 
Assessment Team (GRAT) program faces a potential funding cut from the Mental Illness and 
Drug Dependency Behavioral Health Sales Tax Fund (MIDD).  
The group discussed the importance of the Sound Generations Geriatric Regional 
Assessment Team (GRAT), now funded by  MIDD. There was also discussion of the 
involvement of Washington State in the West Coast Health Alliance. 

 

https://soundgenerations.org/our-programs/grat/
https://soundgenerations.org/our-programs/grat/
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• NW Universal Design Council (NWUDC)  
      The Seattle Design Festival was a success, and a new, internationally approved accessibility 

program for realtors was highlighted. 
 
• Mayor’s Council on African American Elders (MCAAE)  

Grandparents Day event on September 8th was an amazing event at NWAAM, thank you to all 

involved.  

 

• Age-Friendly Seattle  

Age Friendly Seattle is collaborating with the Library for Fall Prevention Month. Age 

Friendly is continuing efforts in training and expanding the Gold Card program.  

 
4. ADS Director’s Report – Mary  

• Jacqueine Cobbs was welcomed to the meeting and introduced as the new ADS Deputy 
Director. 

• The team is preparing for potential funding cuts by planning to be fiscally conservative and 
improving contract management. 

• Upcoming events include the W4A Statewide Advisory Council meeting and the VSHSL 
Summit. 

 
 

Next Advisory Council meeting is November 14, 2025 
Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or 

michael.adusah@seattle.gov  

mailto:michael.adusah@seattle.gov

