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Advisory Council Meeting 
August 8, 2025 

 
Attending  
Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, Cindy Snyder, Lorna Stone, Dolores Wiens, Hannah 
Kimball, Dr. Joel Domingo, Joe Hailey, Tom Minty, Wyvonne Ray 
StaƯ:  Andrea Yip, Dinah Stephens, Eldad Mekuria, Maria Langlais, Mary O'Leary, Michael Adusah, 
Sherry Wu, Stevie Elliott, Waing Waing 
Guests:  Amanda McDade, Cathy Knight, Cindy Olivas, Deborah Ned, Fred Bichl, Ginny Adams, 
Irene Shemaria, Jay Woolford, Jeanine, Keira Fessler, Lori Brown, Lisa Bachmann, Margie, Martha 
Raske, Nathan Hart, Olivia Umoren, Pamela Williams, Rosemary Meyer, Steve McMurdo-Kitsap 
Aging & LTC, TiƯanie Tom-MCAAE 
 

1. Presentation – USAging Federal Aging Policy Update 
 The USAging presentation provided a federal aging policy update that covered the federal 

budget, FY2026 discretionary appropriations, the Older Americans Act reauthorization, 
and major cuts to mandatory spending due to reconciliation. 

2. Advisory Council Business 
 The August 2025 meeting minutes were approved without any corrections or opposition. 
 RSJ Discussion: Discrimination, marginalization among Latinos leads to poorer mental, 

physical health outcomes. 
 Advocacy Training Planning: There was a discussion about the need for a basic advocacy 

training course. The idea was to share resources and potentially have Michael organize the 
training. 

 
3. Reports from Committees and Councils 

 Advocacy Committee – Joel  
The Advocacy Committee meeting covered several key issues: discussing a new federal bill 
and encouraging personal impact stories, addressing emerging advocacy concerns like AI 
and data weaponization aƯecting older adults, and planning to tackle elevator safety and 
egress from high-rise buildings in emergencies. The committee also plans to survey 
members to identify top legislative priorities for the upcoming session, reinforcing that 
advocacy includes community engagement beyond direct legislative contact. 
Action Items: Dinah and Michael to finalize talking points document for Medicaid, SNAP 
and Medicare changes for both elected oƯicials and stakeholders. 

 
 Planning & Allocations Committee – Lorna  
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The Planning and Allocations Committee met to discuss updates on the Older Americans 
Act regulations, which were updated for the first time in 36 years. The committee also began 
planning for the next area plan cycle, which starts in January. A key point of discussion was 
how to increase public participation in the public hearings for the draft area plan. Finally, a 
potential bylaw change regarding term limits for Advisory Council members will be 
discussed at the September 12th meeting. 

 VSHSL Board Seniors Committee – Cindy, provided by Alex 
The VSHSL Board's Seniors Committee report provided updates from a larger meeting of all 
three VSHSL committees. The annual VSHSL report was not ready for review in July but is 
expected in August. Additionally, a VSHSL summit is scheduled for October 24th and 25th, 
which will be a gathering for community members and funded agencies to share successes. 
The Seniors Committee's regular monthly meeting was canceled.  

 NW Universal Design Council (NWUDC) – Tom  
      Tom Minty provided an update on the Northwest Universal Design Council. Tom reported 

that Redmond recently adopted universal design into its city codes, becoming a leader in 
the region. The council is partnering with Redmond for a presentation at the American 
Planners Association Conference in October. The council's steering committee meets every 
second Tuesday at 2 p.m., and an upcoming meeting will feature a presentation from the 
Washington Assistive Technology Act Program.  

 Mayor’s Council on African American Elders (MCAAE) –Eldad 
TiƯanie Toms has taken over for Pamela to represent the MCAAE for this council. The 
Mayor's Council on African American Elders is developing its advocacy focuses for the 
upcoming year. The council is sharing these with Michael to find areas of alignment with the 
Advisory Council and is also sponsoring a Grandparents Day event on September 8th. 

 Age-Friendly Seattle – Dinah  
Dinah Stephens provided an update on Age Friendly Seattle. She reported on several 
initiatives, including working to follow Redmond's lead in incorporating universal design into 
Seattle's building codes and organizing a walking tour with the Friends of the Waterfront 
group to address accessibility issues at the new waterfront area. Age Friendly Seattle is also 
continuing its anti-ageism training, with new ambassadors joining the eƯort, and is 
developing a new training specifically for healthcare professionals.  

 
4. Reports / Action Items from AAA Partners 

 King County, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) – Traci  
No representation present. 

 Public Health Seattle-King County – Mariel  
No representation present. 

 State Aging Commission – Dolores 
No representation present. 

 Sound Cities Association – Aj Foltz Policy Analyst | Sound Cities Association 
No representation present. 

 
5. Advisory Council in the Community 

Alex O'Reilly shared her experience of finding a Woodland Park Zoo accessibility survey at a 
disability pride event and recommends to include a similar survey in an upcoming AgeWise 
issue to gather community feedback.  
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 She encouraged members to share information learned by forwarding the AgeWise 
newsletter and highlighted an article by Michael and Dinah about changes related to the 
Reconciliation Bill. 

 Dr. Joel Domingo proposed adding a regular column to AgeWise called "Advocacy 101" to 
help readers understand the basics of advocacy. 

 TiƯanie and Lorna inquired about accessing the article written by Michael and Dinah, and it 
was confirmed that it was in the August issue of AgeWise, available on the website. 

6. ADS Director’s Report – Mary  
Maria Langlais, covering for Mary, provided a reminder about the social security anniversary 
celebration event taking place at Town Hall. 

 The division announced that Jack Cobbs will be starting on August 20th as the new division 
deputy director. Jack Cobbs is highly regarded and is expected to be a compassionate and 
eƯective leader for the department. 

 Maria and Alex welcomed new Advisory Council members and encouraged suggestions for 
topics in the AgeWise publication.  

 
 

Next Advisory Council meeting is September 12, 2025 
Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or 

michael.adusah@seattle.gov  


