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Advisory Council Meeting
July 11, 2025

Attending

Advisory Council Members: Alex O’Reilly, AJ Foltz, Dolores Wiens, Dr. Joel Domingo, Joe Hailey, JJ,
Mariel Torres Mehdipour, CM Marli Larimer, Tom Minty, Tracy Adair,

Wyvonne Ray

Staff: Michael Adusah, Stevie Elliott, Maria Langlais, Waing Waing, Allison Boll, Andrea Yip, Meg
Woolf, M Idress Azam, Adam Aba-Husain, Sherry Wu

Guests: Jean Kim and Erin Hogan (Puget Sound Regional Council); Don’s iPad

1. Presentation - Puget Sound Regional Transportation Planning

PSRC's Role: PSRC (Puget Sound Regional Council) works with four counties and multiple
transit agencies to set 20-year transportation policy goals, as outlined in the Regional
Transportation Plan (RTP) and Coordinated Mobility Plan.

Community Feedback: Input was gathered via online engagement, public meetings, and
focus groups.

Next Steps: Regional public meetings are scheduled for September and October.
Information on specialized transportation for older adults, youth, and people with
disabilities was also shared.

Transportation Needs for Aging Population

Demographics: The region projects a significant increase in older adults, people with
disabilities, and low-income households; by 2051, one in three adults will be 65 or older.
Community Feedback Highlights:

o More frequent and expanded transit service.

o Shorter travel times with improved cross-county coordination.

o Better access to healthcare and essential services.

o More accessible and safe infrastructure.

o Increased rider education.
Suggestions: Simplified eligibility for specialized transportation and educational programs
for elderly drivers transitioning from driving.

Enhancing East-West Transportation Connectivity

Challenge: Critical need for east-west connectors in Kent to improve access to healthcare
and essential services.

Key Considerations: Accessible infrastructure (sidewalks, micro-mobility) and better inter-
agency coordination for individuals with mobility issues.



¢ FIFA World Cup 2026: Discussions included increasing service frequency and making
permanent infrastructure improvements for residents and visitors.

Transportation Planning and Funding Challenges

e Prioritization Resources (JJ): Department of Transportation data, population distribution
analysis, and budget allocation strategies.

¢ Funding Gap: Erin noted an $80 billion funding gap through 2050 and is monitoring
potential federal funding changes.

o New Tool: Aregional transit access assessment tool is expected by year-end or early next
year.

¢ Next Steps (Jean): Publication of the current system report, summer modeling, and a draft
plan for public comment in spring 2026.

Medicaid Cuts Impact and Advocacy

o Feedback Request: Jean and Erin sought feedback on their presentation.

e Discussion: Concerns were raised about the disproportionate impact of Medicaid cuts on
communities of color.

e Advocacy: Participants, including Michael and Alex, emphasized the need to educate the
public and advocate for changes. Maria is working on clear messaging and support for
affected community partners and individuals. JJ encouraged informed action.

2. New Advisory Council Member Introduction
Welcome Wyvonne Ray, a former ADS RN consultant, to the Advisory Council.
Wyvonne shared about herself. Council members and ADS staff introduced themselves.

3. Advisory Council Business
MOTION: Joel moved to approve the June 2025 minutes as presented; seconded by Joe. The
June 2025 meeting minutes were approved without any corrections or opposition.

4. Reports from Committees and Councils

e Advocacy Committee —Joel
The committee mentions continued concerns over the Reconciliation Bill and its impact on
Medicaid and SNAP programs, and discussed safety concerns related to building elevators,
particularly for older adults and people with disabilities. September is safety awareness
month. This would be a good time to focus on issues like this, by bringing presenters from
agencies like the fire department.
Action Items: Creating a timeline of the enactments of cuts to HR1, setting up meetings
with legislators in August. Research more information on Senate Joint Resolution 8201,
Business & Occupation (B&O) tax ballot measure, and Tiffanie Toms will send out email to
members who would like more information regarding elevators

e Planning & Allocations Committee — Lorna
Alex reported in Cindy’s absence. Waing Waing and Sherry Wu gave a presentation on
housing and homelessness issues, highlighting the increasing number of older adults
experiencing homelessness.

e VSHSL Board Seniors Committee — Cindy
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Alex reported in Cindy’s absence. The group received updates on the Veterans, Seniors, and
Human Services Levy (VSHSL) Board and discussed potential advocacy efforts to support
programs at risk of losing Federal funding.

e NW Universal Design Council (NWUDC) -Tom
No updates

e Mayor’s Council on African American Elders (MCAAE) — Tiffanie
Welcome Tiffanie Toms. Tiffanie has taken over for Pamela to represent the MCAAE for this
council. She will regularly attend both the advisory council meeting and the advocacy
committee meeting moving forward.

e Age-Friendly Seattle — Meg
Meg shared updates on upcoming events and initiatives for Age Friendly Seattle. She
highlighted a candidate forum on disability issues, a civic coffee on fraud and scam
prevention, and a Seattle Design Festival collaboration with the Northwest Universal Design
Council and Woodland Park Zoo. Meg also mentioned the development of an anti-ageism
training for healthcare, the addition of two new interns, and ongoing business outreach
efforts to expand the Gold and Flashcard Directory.

5. Reports/ Action Iltems from AAA Partners

e King County, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) —Traci
Traci left a note in the meeting chat. There is a meeting on SaturdayJuly 19" at the Together
Center in Redmond. The theme of this meeting is resource access. A list of community
providers and services coming soon.

e Public Health Seattle-King County — Mariel
Alex reports on behalf of Mariel. Mariel provided information at the Advocacy meeting
providing more details about cuts to CDC

e State Aging Commission — Dolores
Dolores provided a brief update on the State Commission on Aging, highlighting budget
concerns and upcoming legislative forums.

e Sound Cities Association — Aj Foltz Policy Analyst | Sound Cities Association
Aj announced the launch of a monthly newsletter for SCA and expressed apologies for
missing recent meetings due to a busy summer schedule.

6. Advisory Council inthe Community

o Alex highlighted the importance of sharing information from Advisory Council meetings
within the community and mentioned upcoming advocacy efforts.

o Dr. Domingo shared that the Arc of Washington State has a community input session for
their strategic planning on July 17.

e Alex shared insights from an anti-displacement resource fair, emphasizing the need for
community outreach and support for residents facing displacement due to gentrification.
Dolores mentioned ongoing state advocacy work in Olympia

7. ADS Director’s Report - Mary
e Mary (Mitchell) Pearson, is on leave through July 15" and Maria is acting director during
Mary’s absence. Maria provided updates on the Reconciliation Bill Passage, hiring for the
division deputy director, and the WACares team.
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e Maria and Alex welcomed new Advisory Council members and encouraged suggestions for
topics in the AgeWise publication. The conversation ended with information on upcoming
national vigils and actions related to Medicaid and the Older Americans Act.

Next Advisory Council meeting is August 8, 2025
Please contact Michael Adusah with questions or to request accommodations: (206) 471-2229 or
michael.adusah@seattle.gov
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