minutes

Age Friendly Coalition for Seattle and King County

Housing Workgroup
Date: January 24, 2019

Time: 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Facilitator: Denise Malm, Notetaker: Sarah Demas
Location: Sound Generations, 2208 2nd Ave, Seattle, WA 98121 (First floor conference room)
Present: Denise Malm (Wallingford Community Senior Center), Denise Rodriguez (WA Homeownership Resource Center), Zach Lynch (UW School of Social Work intern at Wallingford CSC),  Linda Hunt (Rebuilding Together Seattle), Maro Kentros (building resident), Jeannie Falls (Pike Market Senior Center and Food Bank), Ty Nolan (Neighborhood Action Coalition/ community organizer), Sokha Danh (Seattle Office of Housing), Teresa Pitts (building resident), Patricia Schnepf (Sound Generations), Shelley Russak (building resident), Brent Butler (Age Friendly Seattle)
Networking and Mingling Time 

Sound Generations has ~25 units of rental housing for low-income older adults in its upper floors. Residents were invited to attend the meeting, and 4 attended. We started with 30 minutes of mingling and snacks (thanks Denise and Joanne for providing coffee and snacks!), and all 4 residents stayed for the meeting. Many thanks to the building residents for sharing some of your stories and thoughts with this group!
	Welcome and Housekeeping

	Introductions and Getting to know each other

· Participants shared name, organizational affiliation, what brings them to the table. Denise also led us a in a fun icebreaker exercise where each participant answered a question about themselves from cards Denise distributed.

	Recap of Project Decision from December meeting

· Project #1: Advocacy Info Sharing (our focus today!)

· Create a clearinghouse of housing advocacy opportunities/ info and story-sharing around housing issues.

· Project #2: System/Resource Navigation

· Research guides and resources that exist, audience, distribution process, etc. Identify gaps, opportunities for wider distribution. 

	Current Housing Advocacy Landscape

· The group shared updates on research gathered so far and brainstorm of who else to reach out to/research.

· We used these questions to prompt conversation and reflection:

· What struck you about what you’ve heard so far today?

· What form should an advocacy clearinghouse take?

· What other research is needed?

· Who else needs to be at the table to help the group understand existing advocacy efforts and needs? Who can you invite?

· Notes from research report-out and brainstorm

· There was a question about the Mayor’s Office For Senior Citizens (MOSC) as a resource. The MOSC closed in July. However, Community Living Connections duplicates many services that were delivered by the MOSC. Community Living Connections can be reached at 1-844-348-5464, or online at www.communitylivingconnections.org, or through any of the organizations that are part of the Community Living Connections network, including Sound Generations where we are today.
· Brainstorm of resource clearinghouses/ guides

· Community Living Connections
· 2-1-1/ Crisis Connections
· Emerald City Resource Guide
· Guide put together by Pike Market Senior Center, Wallingford Community Senior Center and others, for social workers at senior centers…?

· Brainstorm of Advocacy projects/issues and players/possible partners
· Washington Low Income Housing Alliance (WLIHA) has legislative advocacy priorities for 2019: Build affordable homes, reduce evictions to prevent homelessness, Increase housing and Essential Needs rental assistance program. 

· WLIHA is also doing state-level advocacy to expand senior property tax exemption, make it easier to apply.

· Many groups working on increasing the income limit for the senior property tax exemption too – Bill 5160 – AARP, WA Homeownership Resource Center and other groups are supporting.

· Tiny houses – art group looking for homeowners who want to use their space for tiny houses…?

· Generations Aging with Pride has funding for an LGBT senior center. They are partnering with Capitol Hill Housingon LGBT senior housing, but that project was delayed due to funding.

· Housing Development Consortium

· WA Low Income Housing Alliance

· Leading Age WA

· Aging and Disability Services Advisory Council

· Housing For All Coalition – working on homelessness and affordable housing. Staffed by Transit Riders Union members.

· Neighborhood Action Coalitions (some districts are more advocacy-oriented). Ty is on the board.

· Issue: Halcyon Mobile Home Park facing displacement. More research needed. Who is doing advocacy on this? Might need a regional/statewide focus.
· Issue: Microsoft, Amazon have pledged $ for housing – where is it going? What is the oversight? Is it all focused on workforce housing for mid-high earners?

· Important to prioritize a race and social justice lens – who is the most impacted?

	Next Steps
· Prep for next meeting/research and invitations

· Next meeting Thursday, March 28, 1:00 p.m.-2:30 p.m., Location TBD 

· Future meeting location suggestions:

· Mercy Housing, Beacon Hill – Housing Development Consortium (Loren) might have a connection
· Libraries, community centers, SE Seattle Senior Center
· Denise will reach out to Central Area Senior Center, African American Elders program





